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Rules of Intestacy England & Wales

Was the decedent married or in a 
civil partnership?

Children?

Surviving* spouse or civil 
partner gets everything

Surviving* spouse or civil 
partner receives the first 
£250,000** plus chattels 
and half of the remainder. 

The children receive the rest 
(per stirpes).

Surviving children?
The estate is shared 
equally between the 
children (per stirpes).

Surviving parents?
The estate is shared 
equally between the 

parents.

Surviving brothers or 
sisters?

The estate is shared 
equally between the full 
siblings (per stirpes). If 

there are no full siblings 
then the estate is shared 

equally between the 
half siblings.

Surviving grandparents?
The estate is shared 
equally between the 
grandparents. (per 

stirpes).

Surviving aunts or 
uncles?

The estate is shared 
equally between the full 

aunts & uncles (per 
stirpes). If no full aunts 

& uncles, then the estate 
is shared equally 

between half aunts & 
uncles (per stirpes).

Everything passes to the 
crown


